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Welcome To  

BARAH MINISTRIES 

a Christian Church 

Rory Clark 

Pastor-Teacher 

 

Good Morning! 

 

Welcome to Barah Ministries…a worldwide Christian Church based in 

Mesa, AZ…my name is Pastor Rory Clark. 

 

An interesting passage from the book, “God, Just Tell Me What To Do”   

by Michael Youssef… 

 

BOOK EXCERPT 

God, Just Tell Me What To Do   

by Michael Youssef 

 

Why do some Christians, in times of crisis or suffering, actually put more 

distance between themselves and the Lord instead of turning to Him for 

help? Why do they withdraw from prayer and from fellowship with God?  

Why do they feel they can’t bring their honest emotions and pain into God’s 

presence?   

 

BOOK EXCERPT 

God, Just Tell Me What To Do   

by Michael Youssef 

 

I think there are two possible reasons why some Christians withdraw from 

God.  First, I think many Christians have the wrong concept of suffering. 

They believe that if life has dealt them a painful blow or a setback, then it 

must be because God is angry with them. So, just as children often avoid an 

angry parent, Christians sometimes avoid God if they think He is angry with 

them.  

 

BOOK EXCERPT 

God, Just Tell Me What To Do   

by Michael Youssef 
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Some Christians have never internalized God’s grace for their lives. They 

have committed their lives to Christ, they are saved by grace, they are born 

again…but they don’t accept the reality of God’s grace. 

 

BOOK EXCERPT 

God, Just Tell Me What To Do   

by Michael Youssef 

 

They have never let go of the feelings of guilt, shame, and inadequacy they 

feel because of their past sins. God the Father is chasing after them, trying to 

gather them into His arms to tell them, “All is forgiven! My Son, Jesus 

Christ, paid the FULL price of your sins.” 

 

BOOK EXCERPT 

God, Just Tell Me What To Do   

by Michael Youssef 

 

But most Christians think God the Father is chasing them to punish them. So 

they run from him like guilty, frightened children. Just when they need their 

loving Father the most, they hide from Him. 

 

BOOK EXCERPT 

God, Just Tell Me What To Do   

by Michael Youssef 

 

Second, many people avoid prayer and fellowship with God because they 

are angry with God. They are going through a difficult time-- a loss, a crisis, 

an illness, an injury, a financial setback, a strained or broken relationship-- 

and they blame God for those hurtful circumstances. As a result, they want 

nothing to do with God because they think He is ruining their lives. 

 

Perhaps they never consider that God has an enemy who wants to ruin their 

lives.  Maybe it is God’s enemy that has sponsored the suffering, and God 

simply allowed it for your benefit. 

 

Let’s be clear on one thing, so we don’t lose the context in our study of 

Romans 6.  We stopped to address an issue…ignorance…willful ignorance 

concerning God’s blessings.  If you are a Christian, and I am your enemy 

(like Satan is), I want you to listen to my lies so you destroy yourself, your 

relationships, and everything that is good in your life.  And I want you to 
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reject all the assets God has provided for you and has placed at your 

disposal.  Are you willingly following “the flesh’s” lead? 

 

Welcome to a place where we can expose the insidious and cunning 

strategies of Satan and the kingdom of death, and where we can counteract 

them with the Word of God…alive…powerful…and piercing. 

 

MUSIC AND REFLECTION 
Be Occupied with the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ 

Enjoy the Singing of His Praises 

 

Grace and Love 

 

The opening song is GRACE AND LOVE.  

 

OPENING PRAYER 
 

Let us pray... 

 

We’re grateful Heavenly Father for the privilege of studying the absolute 

truth...the Word of God… 

 

Help us to hear Your truth…give us the courage and the confidence to reject 

the lies…show us how to dismiss the temptations of the flesh… 

 

We ask this through the power of God the Holy Spirit...in Christ’s name... 

Amen. 

 

TODAY’S STUDY 

How Do You Counteract the Lies of the Flesh?  

 

Turn in your bibles to Matthew, Chapter 4.  In this passage we’ll examine 

how the Lord Jesus Christ counters the lies of His enemy…a model for how 

we must handle the enemy.  In Second Corinthians, Chapter 2, Verse 11, we 

learn that following God’s way of doing things is critical… 

 

2CO 2:11 

…so that no advantage would be taken of us by Satan, for we are not 

ignorant of his schemes (strategies). 
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First, few announcements… 

 

BARAH MINISTRIES ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

REMINDER  

Check In on Facebook 

Before Church Service 

 

Like  

BARAH MINISTRIES 

on 

Facebook 

 

There are nearly 2700 people that have signed up to be a part of our online 

community.  Get your friends to join our on line community today.  

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

NEXT WEEK! 

The Next Lord’s Supper Celebration  

March 15, 2015 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

Next Deacon’s Meeting 

March 21 

7:30AM MST 

 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

Jesus Bojorquez 

Arcadia Titans  

Second in the State of AZ 

Boy’s Basketball 

 

<INSERT TWO PICTURES> 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

Dorothy McDonnell 

March 4 

 

89 Years Old!  I should be so lucky. 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

Brian Davis 

March 4 

 

Happy Birthday to a dear friend…we made a connection in a classroom  

about fifteen years ago and it is blossoming into a wonderful friendship.  It’s 

my absolute pleasure to watch Brian grow and to see him adding to his 

family with his lovely wife Susanna.  Brian…thanks for all your gifts to me 

and to Barah Ministries…and thanks for being a very important part of my 

life.  

 

THE OFFERING 
Deacon Denny Goodall 

 

Let’s take the offering. This is the time when you get to make a sacrifice on 

behalf of all the people around the world that can’t afford to pay to study the 

Word of God.  Your generous contributions make it possible for them to 

learn about the Lord Jesus Christ free of charge by means of internet 

teaching or by means of face-to-face teaching.  

 

Let’s remember to give with the motivation suggested in Scripture 

 

2CO 9:7 

Each one must do just as he has purposed in his heart, not grudgingly or 

under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful (grace oriented) giver. 

 

Let’s welcome up Deacon Denny Goodall. 

 

THE OFFERING 

Deacon Denny Goodall 

 

Barah Ministries Financial Policy 

 

Even though we are sanctioned by God to charge for the many things we 

provide so you can worship God, we choose not to exercise our right.  

Therefore no price appears on any material from Barah Ministries so that 

anyone who desires biblical teaching may have it free of charge. 

 

Barah Ministries Financial Policy 
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Even though the materials we provide are free of charge, they are not free of 

cost.  We appreciate it when the Word of God motivates you to give 

financial support so as to provide biblical teaching, both for yourself and for 

others.  Please be generous in your support of God’s work through this 

ministry. 

 

OFFERING VERSE 

 

Romans 15:13 

Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that 

you will abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

OFFERING 

Arms of Love 

 

TODAY’S STUDY 

How Do You Counteract the Lies of the Flesh? 

 

With every life decision you have a choice…you can listen to the flesh, or 

you can listen to the Spirit.  Galatians, Chapter 5, Verse 17… 

 

GAL 5:17  

For the flesh sets its desire against (God) the (Holy) Spirit, and (God) the 

(Holy) Spirit (sets His desire) against the flesh; for these are in opposition to 

one another, so that you may not do the things that you please. 

 

You may not do the things you please?  Alas…both the flesh and the Holy 

Spirit are more powerful than your will.  So the question becomes, “How do 

I, as a Christian, in my Christian Walk, counteract the lies of the flesh?”  

The Lord Jesus Christ, in His time on earth, had a similar challenge… 

Hebrews, Chapter 4, Verse 15… 

 

HEB 4:15 

For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our 

weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet 

without sin. 

 

Let’s be clear on one thing…the Lord Jesus Christ did not have Adam’s 

SIN…He was born of a virgin, and the SIN from Adam is passed down 
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through our human fathers…God the Holy Spirit stood in for the missing 

human father in the birth of Jesus Christ’s humanity… 

 

MAT 1:20 

But when Joseph had considered divorcing Mary, behold, an angel of the 

Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not be 

afraid to take Mary as your wife; for the Child who has been conceived in 

her is of the Holy Spirit. 

 

So the Lord did not have “the flesh,” Satan’s inside agent.  Satan had to 

tempt the Lord personally.  Let’s see how the Lord handled it and what we 

can learn from Him.  Matthew, Chapter 4, Verse 1… 

 

MAT 4:1 

Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the 

devil.  

 

MAT 4:2  

And after He had fasted forty days and forty nights, He then became hungry. 

 

MAT 4:3  

And the tempter came and said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, (and I 

know you are) command that these stones become bread.” 

 

MAT 4:4  

But the Lord Jesus Christ answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man shall not 

live on bread alone, but on every word that proceeds out of the mouth of 

God the Father.’” 

 

MAT 4:5  

Then the devil took Jesus into the holy city and had Him stand on the 

pinnacle of the temple… 

 

MAT 4:6  

…and said to Him, “If You are the Son of God (and I know you are), throw 

Yourself down; for it is written, ‘He will command His angels concerning 

You’; and ‘On their hands they will bear You up, so that You will not strike 

Your foot against a stone.’” 

 

MAT 4:7  
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Jesus said to him, “On the other hand, it is written, ‘You shall not put the 

Lord your God to the test.’” 

 

MAT 4:8  

Again, the devil took Him to a very high mountain and showed Him all the 

kingdoms of the world and their glory… 

 

MAT 4:9  

…and he said to Him, “All these things I will give You, if You fall down and 

worship me.” 

 

MAT 4:10  

Then Jesus said to him, “Go, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship the 

Lord your God, and serve Him only.’” 

 

MAT 4:11  

Then the devil left Him; and behold, angels came and began to minister to 

Him. 

 

Take a five-minute break and we’ll learn about this is a powerful way to 

counteract “the flesh.” 

 

BREAK 

When I Think About Home 

 

Welcome back!  Hebrews, Chapter 5, Verse 8… 

 

HEB 5:8 

Although Jesus Christ was a Son, He learned obedience from the things 

which He suffered.   

 

So do we.  Let’s see what Jesus learned in the desert, when his He was being 

tempted by the devil.  Matthew, Chapter 4, beginning at Verse 1… 

 

MAT 4:1 

Then Jesus was led up by God the Holy Spirit into the wilderness to be 

tempted by the devil.  
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Notice…God never leaves us alone when we are going through a trial.  Let 

me repeat that…God never leaves us alone when we are going through a 

trial.  Amen!  Lie.  “I’m doing this all by myself.”  Lie! 

 

MAT 4:2  

And after He had fasted forty days and forty nights, He then became hungry. 

 

Duh! 

 

MAT 4:3  

And the tempter came and said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, (and I 

know you are) command that these stones become bread.” 

 

Satan is asking the Lord to operate outside of the will of His Father.  Satan is 

tempting the Lord to take matters into His own hands, especially because the 

Lord has the power to do so. 

 

MAT 4:4  

But the Lord Jesus Christ answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man shall not 

live on bread (physical food) alone, but on every Word that proceeds out of 

the mouth of God the Father (spiritual food).’” 

 

Notice how the Lord counteracted the lie…IT IS WRITTEN. 

 

MAT 4:5  

Then the devil took Jesus into the holy city (Jerusalem) and had Him stand 

on the pinnacle of the temple… 

 

MAT 4:6  

…and Satan said to Jesus, “If You are the Son of God (and I know you are), 

throw Yourself down; for it is written, ‘He will command His angels 

concerning You’; and ‘On their hands they will bear You up, so that You 

will not strike Your foot against a stone.’” 

 

Satan is brilliant…okay…you want to quote Deuteronomy, Chapter 8, Verse 

3, Lord?  I can quote Scripture, too!  However, Satan, AS ALWAYS, takes 

Scripture out of context.  Matthew, Chapter 4, Verse 7… 

 

MAT 4:7  
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Jesus said to him, “On the other hand, it is written, ‘You shall not put the 

Lord your God to the test.’” 

 

Notice how the Lord counteracted the lie…IT IS WRITTEN.  He used faith 

in the Word of God to counteract the lie. 

 

MAT 4:8  

Again, the devil took Jesus to a very high mountain and showed Him all the 

kingdoms of the world and their glory… 

 

MAT 4:9  

…and Satan said to Jesus, “All these things I will give You, if You fall down 

and worship me.” 

 

This was a legitimate offer, because Satan is the ruler of this world.  But it 

was a legitimate offer from a liar, and the father of all lies.  Jesus knew that 

Satan would promise, and not deliver.  Satan never keeps the promises of 

His temptations. 

 

MAT 4:10  

Then Jesus said to him, “Go, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship the 

Lord your God, and serve Him only.’” 

 

Notice how the Lord counteracted the lie…IT IS WRITTEN. 

 

MAT 4:11  

Then the devil left Him; and behold, angels came and began to minister to 

Him. 

 

How do you counteract the lies of “the flesh?”  IT IS WRITTEN!  You use 

the Word of God to stabilize your mentality in times of temptation.  Your 

will may not be more powerful than “the flesh,” but you are not powerless to 

“the flesh.”  Follow God’s will…turn to God’s lead…and He will give you 

the power to resist in the evil day.  First Peter, Chapter 5, Verse 9… 

 

1PE 5:9 

But resist Satan, firm in your faith, knowing that the same experiences of 

suffering are being accomplished by your brethren who are in the world.   

 

The Promises of the Lord Jesus Christ 
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are Guarantees!  

 

ACT 16:31 

“Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and everyone in your 

household who also believes.”  

 

JOH 14:6 

Jesus said to doubting Thomas, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no 

one comes to the Father but through believing in Me. 

 

JOH 3:36 

He who believes in the Son has eternal life (the ZOE life); but he who does 

not obey the (command to believe in the) Son will not see (the Zoe) life, but 

instead the wrath of God the Father abides on him.” 

 

CLOSING SONG 
Whosoever 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 

Let us pray... 

 

 THANKS 

INTERCESSION 

PETITION 

 

And we pray that You continue to shape the messages from this pulpit that 

are an accurate reflection of Your unconditional love, Your person, Your 

thinking, Your work, and Your essence...we ask this through the power of 

God the Holy Spirit, in Christ’s name, Amen.  

 

Thanks for coming! 

Thanks for watching! 

Thanks for listening! 

 

www.barahministries.com 


