THE ANGELIC CONFLICT
Lesson 411- January 13, 2013

/WELCOME TO BARAH MINISTRIES
Good Morning!
Let’s Make a Mental Shift \

In preparation for the study of the Word of God, your first shift is a mental
shift. The Word of God Must Be Inspected.

Y ou make time for the study of the Word of God to develop a mindset which
distinguishes you from the crowd, and which gives you a peace that
surpasses comprehension.

/ACT 17:11

Now these (the believers at Berea) were...noble-minded...for they received
the word with great eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see
whether these things were so.\

You, too, are an eager believer, as you come to hear the teachings of God the
Holy Spirit, and as you come to inspect them, to see how they relate to your
life in the upcoming days.

/INVITATION TO RESTORATION
Make a Spiritual Shift\

The second shift, before you study the Word of God, is a spiritual shift. If
you are a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, you are dead to the sovereignty
of the sin nature, and Christ has paid for your personal sins at the Cross.
Your spiritual shift simply is a moment of remembrance, where you call to
mind what the Lord Jesus Christ has already done for you.

/ROM 6:18

...and having been freed from (the sovereignty of the) sin (nature at the
Cross), you (believers in Christ) became slaves (servants) of (the absolute)
righteousness (imputed to you at the moment of salvation).\

Rather than recalling our personal sins as if we are somehow still
accountable for them, we simply remember at this moment to thank the Lord
Jesus Christ for handling the sin problem, once and for all time at the Cross,
for our benefit...the chance to live the Zoe Life to the fullest.
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/SILENT REFLECTION
Be Occupied with the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ\

Please take a few moments to reflect in silence, letting the Lord Jesus Christ
occupy your mind, as our God gets you ready to know His exact thinking.

/OPENING SONG
You Own Me\

/OPENING PRAYER
Let us pray...\(0:30)

We’re grateful Heavenly Father for the privilege of studying the absolute
truth...the Word of God...

Unlock for us the “mysteries” of your will...the things that are obvious that
we cannot see...that we refuse to see...and help us to operate in Satan’s
kingdom with the light that illuminates the power of your will...

We ask this through the power of God the Holy Spirit...in Christ’s name...
Amen.

/WELCOME TO BARAH MINISTRIES
Pastor Rory Clark\

My name is Pastor Rory Clark. You’re listening to lesson four hundred and
eleven of the Angelic Conflict series. Welcome to a ministry designed for

serious students of the Word of God.

/TODAY’S STUDY
The CREATOR’S Will is No Secret\

We continue our study of the second of the twenty-one categories of
doctrine that are part of the Angelic Conflict.

<ANGELIC CONFLICT 21 C’s SLIDE>
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All twenty-one categories of doctrine begin with the letter C. We’re
learning about the character and nature of our CREATOR at the second of
the twenty-one C’s.

We are rocking around the CREATOR CLOCK as our way of becoming
familiar with the various parts of God’s essence. Every tick of the
CREATOR CLOCK gets us one step closer to a full knowledge of the One
and only Sovereign God...whom we will all meet face-to-face one day...the
One and only True God, our Lord and our Savior, Jesus Christ.

Let’s take a tour around the CREATOR CLOCK. At every stop on the
CREATOR CLOCK we have learned something phenomenal about our God.

<CREATOR CLOCK SLIDE dial points to one o’clock™>

At one o’clock on the CREATOR CLOCK, we learned that we have one
God 1n essence, and His Oneness is called His glory. His life proves beyond
a shadow of a doubt that the plan of God works regardless of circumstances
to produce contentment in the face of tremendous adversity, or exceeding
prosperity, or impeding physical death. John, Chapter 17, Verses 22 and 23
say...

/JOH 17:22

“The glory which You (God the Father) have given Me (the Lord Jesus
Christ) I have given to them (my apostles, my disciples and my believers),
that they may be one, just as We are one... "\

/JOH 17:23

“...Iin(dwell) them and You in(dwell) Me, that they may be perfected in
unity, so that the world may know that You sent Me, and loved them
(unconditionally), even as You have loved Me (unconditionally).”\

<CREATOR CLOCK SLIDE dial points to two 0’clock>

At two o’clock on the CREATOR CLOCK, we learned that God is truth. He
is the SOURCE of all truth. John, Chapter 18, Verse 37 says...
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/JOH 18:37
“I (the Lord Jesus Christ) have been born, and for this I have come into the
world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice.”\

The Voice of God and the Voice of the Word of God is the Voice of Truth.
<CREATOR CLOCK SLIDE dial points to three o’clock>
At three o’clock on the CREATOR CLOCK, we learned that God is Triune.

We have One God, who is also three separate and distinct persons. The
Triune Godhead features God the Father as the PROVIDER...who set the
objectives and who provides a plan for divine history...the Triune Godhead
features God the Son, as the PROVISION...God the Son, in His very Person,
is the strategy and the strategist of God the Father’s plan...He is the
provision of a distinctive advantage to all creatures...the Triune Godhead
features God the Holy Spirit as the illuminator of the PATH provided by
God the Father...God the Holy Spirit is the tactician who does the detail
work of personalizing the plan of God specifically for your life. The Lord
Jesus Christ...the uniquely born One...PROTOTYPES the plan of God...He
1s 100% God and 100% true humanity in one person forever...

<CREATOR CLOCK SLIDE dial points to four o’clock™>

At four o’clock on the CREATOR CLOCK, we learned that God 1s fair...He
is judicial in all of His decisions concerning you...He is never partial or
arbitrary...he is a righteous judge...

/ROM 2:11
For there is no partiality with God.)

/PSA 7:10-11

My shield is with God, Who saves the upright in heart.//God is a righteous
judge...\

<CREATOR CLOCK SLIDE dial points to five o’clock>

At five o’clock on the CREATOR CLOCK, we learned that God is gracious.
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We know in our souls what caused a man to pen the song...Amazing!
Grace! Lamentations, Chapter 3, Verses 22 and 23 say...

/LAM 3:22-23
The Lord’s lovingkindnesses indeed never cease, For His compassions never
fail.//They are new every morning; Great is Your faithfulness.)

/LAM 3:24-25
“The Lord is my portion,” says my soul, “Therefore I have hope in Him.’

//The Lord is good to those who wait for Him, to the person who seeks
Him.”\

b

Jeremiah proclaims here, as we can also proclaim, that whenever we sit in
the ruins of our own bad decisions, that the Lord is faithful, and He never
gives us what we deserve. He gives us grace that is new every morning.

<CREATOR CLOCK SLIDE dial points to six o’clock>

At six o’clock on the CREATOR CLOCK, we learned that there is a
connection between the stops on the CREATOR CLOCK...that there is an
interconnectedness between the parts of God’s essence. At two o’clock we
learned that God’s Word is the SOURCE of all truth...at six o’clock on the
CREATOR CLOCK we learned that we are the intended recipients of the
truth of God’s Word. The Lord wants us to know His mind, and provided
the perfect provisions for us to learn His mind. John, Chapter 20, Verse 31
says...

/JOH 20:31

...but these (biblical doctrines) have been written so that you may believe
that Jesus is the Christ (the Messiah), the Son of God (God the Son)
incarnate, and that (by) believing (in Him) you may have (the Zoe) life in
His name.\

John’s purpose in writing is always clear...and so is God’s.

Tick tock. What time is it NOW on the CREATOR CLOCK? It’s seven
o’clock.

<CREATOR CLOCK SLIDE dial points to seven o’clock>

ANCF ©® 2013 Barah Ministries, Inc. All rights reserved. 5



THE ANGELIC CONFLICT
Lesson 411- January 13, 2013

God is WILLING. We’re studying God’s Will. Often believers wonder,
“What 1s God’s will for my life?” Their approach to finding out God’s will
is almost pathetic, though.

/If you don’t know God’s Word, it’s pretty tough to know God’s will\

/JOH 15:14

“You are (and you keep on being) My friends if (3) you do what I (the Lord
Jesus Christ) command you (maybe you will, and maybe you won'’t...you
have a choice).”\

So what most believers in Christ will do, is accept God’s gift, and then sit
and wait for God to do everything. Here’s the analogy...

One day you go to the door, and there is a beautiful, big flat screen TV
sitting outside your door. It’s the one you wanted. On the box is a
note...From God...Enjoy! You take the flat screen TV in the house. It stays
in the box. You talk about it. You’re excited about it. But it sits in the box.
A few days later, the thoughts that have been brewing in your mind finally
make it to your mouth. “I wonder if God is going to send someone to install
the TV.” You finally decide He isn’t sending someone, and you put the TV
on the wall yourself. You sit on the couch and stare at the beautiful TV. A
few days later, the thoughts that have been brewing in your mind finally
make it to your mouth. “I wonder if God is going to send someone to turn
on the TV.” You finally decide He isn’t sending someone, and you turn on
the TV yourself. A few days later, the thoughts that have been brewing in
your mind finally make it to your mouth. “I wonder if God is going to get us
a subscription to Direct TV.” You finally decide He isn’t, so you get the
Direct TV subscription yourself.

This may sound ridiculous to you. There’s good reason for it. It is
ridiculous. Yet this is exactly how many Christians “live” the Christian Way
of Life. They expect God to do everything for them, as if they don’t have
will themselves. Our will and God’s will coexist in divine history.
Look...God didn’t get you into the situations you are in. You did. Is God
helping you? YES! Absolutely? How?
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/1CO 10:13

No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man, and God is
faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but
with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, so that you will be
able to endure it.\

No matter what the temptation offered by the dead Old Self, God provides a
way out to those of you who are in union with Him...you believers in
Christ? But are you looking for the way out?

<CHOOSE LIFESTYLE SLIDE>

Last week we began looking at the way out. The challenge believers in
Christ face, and indeed the reason we engage in biblical study, is not only to
learn knowledge, but also to not let our learning stop there...we learn most
when we are effective at executing the things we are learning. We do not
come to biblical study to simply gather information.

God’s will for believers in Christ is that first, we learn...that we KNOW;
second, that we endure trials...that we GROW; and finally, that we examine
our own progress...we ask ourselves, “Does God’s presence in my life
SHOW?” We’ll learn more after a five-minute break.

/BREAK

Be Glorified

When I Think About Home\

Welcome back!

<CHOOSE LIFESTYLE SLIDE>

The Christian Lifestyle means to be in the KNOW, to endure trials to
GROW, and then to ask yourself, “Does my light show?” In other
words...is my lifestyle a reflection of God’s wisdom?

Let’s take a look at “Be in the KNOW?”’ first.

Does it make any difference in your life that you are a student of the Word
of God? When you come here, do you understand what you are learning? 1
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will tell you that you ask fewer questions than any group of students I have
ever taught. I know why. You don’t want to appear stupid. You want me to
think well of you. That’s EGO. We would rather be misinformed or
confused than to “look stupid,” whatever “looking stupid” means. Look I
know, when I talk to you, when the things you are learning are not
registering inside of you. And I know why! I realize that I am opening
myself up to hell, but why don’t you guys ask a question once in a while
when you don’t understand something?

Well first of all, many of you have studied with Pastors who are inaccessible.
They didn’t want to talk to you, not because they don’t like you, but often
because talking to a congregation can be discouraging for Pastors. When
you don’t understand something, we often think it is our fault. And by the
way, maybe it is.

Here is our charge...as believers in Christ...turn in your bibles to Ephesians,
Chapter 4, Verse 22

/EPH 4:22-24

...lay aside the (actions of the) old self (lifestyle), (an old self) which is being
corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit(ful desires),//and...be
renewed (by God) in the spirit of your mind,//and (then) put on the new self,

which in the likeness of God has been created in (absolute) righteousness
(+R) and (in the) holiness of the truth.\

Lay aside the actions of the dead Old Self...be renewed in the spirit of your
mind, through biblical study, which is why you are here today...and then
through the renewing of your mind, live the New Self Life. Second
Corinthians, Chapter 5, Verse 17 says...

/2CO 5:17

Therefore if (1) anyone is in (union with) Christ (and all believers are), he is
a new creature (a new spiritual species); the (sovereignty of the) old things
passed away (died!); behold, new (spiritual species) things have come.)

You are to live the new-self life. But what does that look like?

When your spouse cheats on you, you don’t leave. The Old Self tells you to
leave but the New Self life is gracious toward your spouse.
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When your health goes south, and the doctor tells you that you have six
months to live, you remember that the time, the manner and the place of
your death is God’s sovereign decision, and that the Lord Jesus Christ is the
One shepherding you, and that He will give you a personal escort through
your very own death shadowed valley. The Old Self tells you to panic...to
faint in your soul.

When your marriage sucks and your spouse isn’t interested in cooperating
with you to turn it around, you wait on the Lord’s deliverance. You can’t
change your spouse, but you can change yourself, a much better proposition.

When you can’t get over the financial hump, you get help from someone
who is an expert at managing finances, and you learn why money eludes you.
The Old Self tells you to get mad at God for not giving you the money, then
for not also keeping you from spending it foolishly.

When people take advantage of your generosity, and treat you poorly in the
process, you remember why you helped them in the first place. It was
because you wanted to help. You didn’t help because you expected
something in return. The Old Self tells you to be vengeful and to seek
revenge and to show them how and why they were wrong.

When you’re “phoning life in,” get off your arse! Don’t ask me what your
spiritual gift is. I’m just happy to know my spiritual gift. But I know how I
found out what my spiritual gift is. I didn’t ask anyone. If you want to
know, God will reveal it to you. And He won’t reveal it by flying a pigeon
over your head and having the pigeon take a dump on your head with a
spiritual gift note. You will not learn your spiritual gift by doing nothing.
In 1999 I thought my spiritual gift was Pastor Teacher, so I started teaching
God’s word out of my house. People heard about it and just started coming,
and nearly ten years later | was ordained. But before I was ordained, I put
myself in a lot of uncomfortable situations that made it clear, beyond a
shadow of a doubt that I was a Pastor-Teacher. The Old Self encourages
you to dump the responsibility of finding out what your spiritual gift is on
others.

When you can’t get your child to get his head out of his butt, pick one thing
you want to influence and get busy. You don’t control kids or teens or their
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choices, and yes there are some kids and teens who are so dumb that there is
no boundary for their self destruction. They are intent on ruining their lives
right now, and they will wonder why they have to dig themselves out of a
two-decade hole for the stupid choices they make as a kid or as a teen.
That’s life. The Old Self says to you that nothing you do will work. The
New Self and God’s word tell you that if you get truth into them it will not
come back void.

When you lose your passion, get it back! The New Self life is a passionate
life. The Old Self encourages you to give up. But the New Self goes on a
learning binge.

Here’s my question for you...
<CHOOSE LIFESTYLE SLIDE>

...does coming here to be renewed and to get biblical knowledge, to learn
the Word of God, make any difference in your life at all? Does it show up in
your decisions? Is your New Self Life reflecting to others in such a way that
people see how obvious it is that you don’t think or operate like everyone
else?

/MAT 4:4
‘MAN SHALL NOT LIVE ON BREAD (physical food) ALONE, BUT ON
EVERY WORD THAT PROCEEDS OUT OF THE MOUTH OF GOD."\

You can’t know God’s will...if you don’t know God’s word...and if you
know God’s Word, it has to show up in your decisions!

God loves you, and His will for you is no secret. Do you know it?
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