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/WELCOME TO BARAH MINISTRIES 
Good Morning! 
Let’s Make a Mental Shift\ 
 
Good morning!  
 
Galatians, Chapter 2, Verse 20 says... 
 
/GAL 2:20 
"I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives 
in(dwelling) me; and the (Zoe) life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the 
Son of God, who loved me (unconditionally) and (who) gave Himself up (as a 
substitute) for me."\ 
 
This is why we come to church. So that in the tough times, we can remember that 
it's Christ who lives through us, and by His unconditional love we can handle any 
circumstance we find ourselves in. So, in preparation for the study of the Word of 
God, it’s time for self-evaluation. You can ask yourself, “What thought pattern am 
I allowing to influence my life?” 
 
<WHERE IS YOUR SOUL TUNED? no verse... let the verse pop in on the next click> 
 
Bible study is a time for us to focus on our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  This is a 
time for us to let the Word of God flood our souls with His thoughts. Thus, 
allowing us to operate with His unconditional love. We can choose where we want 
to focus our attention, either on the things of this world or on the kingdom of 
heaven. Romans, Chapter 12, Verse 2 says... 
 

/ROM 12:2 
And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing 
of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is 
good and acceptable and perfect.\ 

 
Now is the time to let your Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, through the power of God 
the Holy Spirit, prepare you “in humility to receive the Word implanted, which is 
able to save your souls.” 
 
/MUSIC AND REFLECTION 
Be Occupied with the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ 
Enjoy the Singing of His Praises 
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You Are\ 
 
As God prepares you for the RENEWING of your mind, let’s hear my good friend, 
Brett McKay, worship our Lord in song, while you concentrate on your Lord and 
Savior. The opening song is... You Are. 
 
/OPENING PRAYER 
 
Let us pray...\ 
 
We’re grateful Heavenly Father for the privilege of studying the absolute truth... 
the Word of God... 
 
Please help us to learn that You want more than our Time Talent and Treasure. 
Help us to learn how to display Your unconditional love through our lives. Help us 
to give all of ourselves and hold nothing back. 
 
We ask this through the power of God the Holy Spirit... in Christ’s name... Amen. 
 
/WELCOME TO BARAH MINISTRIES 
Caleb Alburn 
Deacon\ 
 
Welcome to Barah Ministries. My name is Deacon Caleb Alburn. And, you’re 
listening to lesson four hundred and eighty of the CREATOR versus CREATURE 
Conflict series. Welcome to a ministry designed for people who want to develop a 
deep, intimate and personal relationship with the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
 
/TODAY’S STUDY 
Unconditional Love Expresses Gratitude Through Giving\ 
 
<CREATOR vs. CREATURE CONFLICT 21 C’s SLIDE> 
 
We are studying our CREATOR... we are learning about God’s Person and His 
Work, so that we can have a deep, intimate, and personal relationship with Him. 
It’s pretty tough to love someone you don’t know very well, so we’re getting to 
know our God. We use an encoding device called the CREATOR CLOCK to 
introduce ourselves to the various aspects of God’s character and nature. Tick tock. 
What time is it on the CREATOR CLOCK? It's... 13 o'clock! God is LOVE. 
 
<CREATOR CLOCK SLIDE ... ... ... no dial. LOVE is big in the center  
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And, we're studying God's unconditional love, so that we can learn to give all of 
ourselves, just as He does for us. 
 
But, before we get started today, I want to address an issue in Barah Ministries. It 
seems as a whole, we have been struck by complacency. There's been a recurring 
theme that God keeps pressing on me lately. It seems Barah Ministries has gotten 
comfortable. We all know what parts we play, and we all know what parts we don't 
play. 
 
The recurring theme I was talking about is God using me to help exhort our 
church. It's not necessarily the most fun thing to do. I've often expressed that the 
hardest part of getting up here and teaching is knowing that I myself often fail at 
the same things I teach on. 
 
I can't stress enough that this lesson or any other lesson I've taught isn't designed to 
condemn us. I personally want to inspire and challenge Christians to step up and... 
 
/EPH 4:1 
Walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called...\ 
 
This is a passion of mine. Now, it's not always an easy thing to do. It's not easy to 
spend ten to fifteen hours at home preparing a lesson just to come here at night 
after work to teach on things I myself need to work on. 
 
That being said, I think a common verse that we've all come to expect when I get 
up here is... 
 
/ROM 8:1 
Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.\ 
 
It's not fun having to say this verse all of the time, but the reality is there are some 
people who take feedback as an attack on them personally. This verse is for them. 
We come here, because we're not perfect. We're here, because we love God, and 
we want to learn more about this Creator who has given everything to us. 
 
This is the main point of the lesson... that God has given everything to us. He 
doesn't just call us to give a little bit of ourselves. He calls us to give all of 
ourselves. 
 
He makes this loud and clear all over the Bible. Romans 5:8 tells us... 
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/ROM 5:8 
But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us.\ 
 
Really, wrap your head around that verse. How do you demonstrate love? It's 
simple you give anything and everything of yourself to someone who didn't earn it! 
 
He did that for us without us doing anything to earn or deserve that. Or how about 
John 3:16... 
 
/JOH 3:16 
For God so loved the world, that He gave His uniquely born Son, that whosoever 
believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.\ 
 
This is love. We've all heard before that love is a verb. That's right. Love is an 
action word. Obviously, this isn't the easy part. If love was a noun, we'd all have 
better relationships. But unfortunately, this isn't so. Expressing love requires giving 
of ourselves. 
 
Jesus confirms this in John, Chapter 13, Verses 34 through 35... 
 
/JOH 13:34-35 
A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have 
loved you, that you also love one another. //By this all men will know that you are 
My disciples, if you have love for one another.\ 
 
This is a commandment by God Himself. Now, I understand that because He 
created us with free will, we have the right to act in opposition of this. But, do we 
really think that will work out for our benefit? 
 
The easy and obvious answer is no. Going against God's mandates is never a good 
idea. However, I believe that we often use our free will as an excuse for inaction. 
But, that doesn't mean it gets us off the hook. 
 
Jesus, again, presses us and tells us just a little further down that... 
 
/JOH 14:15 
If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.\ 
 
/God commands us to demonstrate His unconditional love by giving ALL of 
ourselves, even to people we don't think deserve it.\ 
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Let me repeat that... God commands us to demonstrate His unconditional love by 
giving ALL of ourselves, even to people we don't think deserve it. 
 
That's a tough pill to swallow. He's not gingerly requesting that it's something we 
think about doing one day. He's authoritatively telling us to love one another just as 
He loves us. And by that other's will know that we're His disciples. How's that for a 
new take on evangelism? Living Christianity instead of just talking about it. 
 
Let's move forward a little in our Bibles to First Corinthians, Chapter 16, Verse 14 
where we're told again to... 
 
/1 CO 16:14 
Let all that you do be done in love.\ 
 
Finding verses in the Bible that tell us to operate in love might be the easiest thing 
I've ever done. Too bad, I didn't know that at first. I got online and searched 
anything and everything about God's love that I could. I found scores of web pages 
with little more than ill-trained men's opinions.  
 
Well eventually I got sick of that, and a light bulb went off above my head. And, it 
was like God was whispering in my ear, "Hey, dummy, open up that book I gave 
you. It's called the Bible. You might find something in there about how much I 
love you." 
 
Now, I know I'm saying this in jest, but I can't tell you how much time I waste 
while preparing lessons, because I'm searching online, when the answers are right 
in front of me. All I have to do is open up my Bible. How often do you find 
yourselves in those shoes too? 
 
The Bible just illuminates so many facets of our life. One of them is how we show 
love. It's now clear to us that God wants us to show His love out there in a lost and 
dying world, well how do we do that? 
 
Luke, Chapter 6, Verse 30 tells us to... 
 
/LUK 6:30 
Give to everyone who asks of you, and whoever takes away what is yours, do not 
demand it back.\ 
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And, as Elliott taught us the other week, this goes far deeper than Time, Talent, 
and Treasure. This goes down to our very core. Give anything and everything we 
can to help other people. This is what God did, does, and will do for us every day 
of our lives. 
 
The best part is God's not a tyrant. He wants us to do these things, because He 
knows that not only will it help others, but it helps us as well. God cares for us, and 
He wants His highest and best for us. 
 
He reminds us in Proverbs, Chapter 11, Verse 24 that... 
 
/PRO 11:24 
There is one who scatters, and yet increases all the more, and there is one who 
withholds what is justly due, and yet it results only in want.\ 
 
I can't tell you how many times I have talked to people who genuinely want to give 
more, but they're waiting until they have more to do it. And, to this day they're still 
waiting. Because it doesn't start with getting... 
 
/It starts with giving.\ 
 
We're going to go ahead and take a break now, and when we come back we'll read 
a story about someone who gave everything of themselves. 
 
 
Take a 5 minute break... 
 
/BREAK 
Everything Impossible - MercyMe 
When I Think About Home\ 
 
Welcome back! 
 
 
Let's turn in our Bibles to Mark, Chapter 12, Verse 41. Let's read until the end of 
the chapter, to verse 44. This is a story, I'm sure most of us have heard before, but I 
don't want to gloss over it. I really want to take to heart the stories we read about in 
the Bible. 
 
/MAR 12:41 
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And He sat down opposite the treasury, and began observing how the people were 
putting money into the treasury; and many rich people were putting in large sums.\ 
 
/MAR 12:42 
A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which amount to a cent.\ 
 
/MAR 12:43-44 
Calling His disciples to Him, He said to them, "Truly I say to you, this poor widow 
put in more than all the contributors to the treasury; //for they all put in out of their 
surplus, but she, out of her poverty, put in all she owned, all she had to live on.\ 
 
This is what God has been gnawing at me... this story... You see, we don't teach 
tithing here at Barah Ministries. This is a grace ministry. God gives the Word of 
God freely, and we wish to reflect that grace. 
 
We believe that gratitude for the Word of God inspires believers to give. We 
believe that... 
 
/2 CO 9:7 
Each one must do just as he has purposed in his heart, not grudgingly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.\ 
 
I believe that we have become stale to this. I believe that we have used the absence 
of tithing as an excuse for inaction. Now, before anyone gets their feathers ruffled. 
I'm not teaching that we have to give 10% of our income to God. 
 
I'm merely asking a question... why not? All because tithing isn't a rule for us, why 
do we use that as a reason to give less of ourselves? Why don't we use that as a 
reason to give more? 
 
The widow in this story gave substantially more than 10%... simply out of 
gratitude. Now, God's not telling us to go broke and live on the streets, but what do 
we have to worry about? Do we really not believe that God will take care of our 
bills? 
 
Let's turn in our Bible's to Matthew, Chapter 6, Verse 26... 
 
/MAT 6:26 
Look at the birds of the air, that they do not sow, nor reap nor gather into barns, 
and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not worth much more than 
they?\ 
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Maybe giving till it hurts isn't suicidal. Maybe giving all of yourself in everything 
to the point of uncomfortableness isn't the worst thing in the world. Maybe it builds 
faith in God. Maybe it helps you to become a good steward of your finances. 
Maybe this builds capacity in your souls. Maybe if we can be trusted in a little, we 
can be trusted in a lot. 
 
Now, this isn't just in the matter of giving financially. This is in all we do. When 
God tells us to do something, He tells us because it's not only in our best interest, 
but it's in the interest of others too. 
 
Another thing God tells us to do is stimulate each other to love by being together. 
Hebrews, Chapter 10, Verses 24 through 25... 
 
 
/HEB 10:24-25 
and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds, //not 
forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging 
one another, and all the more as you see the day drawing near.\ 
 
Again, this isn't a fun topic to bring up, but we are truly the ONLY church in the 
history of the world that has local resident, non-resident congregation members. 
 
We're forgetting one simple principle... edification... We're so self focused 
sometimes that we think the only people affected by us showing up to church is 
ourselves. 
 
We buy into the lie that because we can just catch the lessons online, that it's not a 
big deal if we show up late, or for that matter, show up at all.  
 
We never stop and think that maybe us showing up to church edifies other 
members. Maybe there was a Divine appointment that you were supposed to have 
with a guest one Sunday, but you missed it, because you were just gonna catch the 
lesson online. 
 
As amazing as coming to church is for yourself, it's nothing compared to the 
compounding effect it can have on the rest of the Body of Christ. 
 
And, even if I can't speak on behalf of everyone else, even though I am, I'm 
speaking on behalf of me. 
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When we see consistent faces, it builds me up. When we see new faces, it builds 
me up. When we see increased donations, it builds me up. When we see love being 
manifested through giving, it builds me up. 
 
We need to stop coming up with excuses to give less of ourselves, and start coming 
up with reasons to give more... And, I believe the first reason we can start with is 
love. 
 
First Corinthians 13:13... 
 
/1 CO 13:13 
But now faith, hope, love, abide these three; but the greatest of these is love.\ 
 
First Corinthians, Chapter 13, Verse 3... 
 
/1 CO 13:3 
And if I give all my possessions to feed the poor, and if I surrender my body to be 
burned, but do not have love, it profits me nothing.\ 
 
Look, I understand that there are a hundred reasons for why each individual is 
where they are in life, but don't let excuses stop you from playing to win. I know 
we don't have a band. I know the leadership isn't where we want it to be. I know 
we don't have a building. I know we don't have multiple publications. I know this 
ministry isn't where we want it to be. 
 
But, let's not use this as excuses for inaction. Rather, let's use these circumstances 
to inspire us to step up and play to win. 
 
I want to end this by having us turn in our Bibles to James, Chapter 2, Verses 15 
and 16. 
 
/JAM 2:15-16 
If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food, //and one of you 
says to them, "Go in peace, be warmed and be filled," and yet you do not give them 
what is necessary for their body, what use is that?\ 
 
I love James! He got to tell it like it was. He didn't have to pick and chose all of his 
words carefully in hopes not offend anyone or step on any toes.  
 
He makes matters quite clear like in the next verse. Verse 17... 
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/JAM 2:17 
Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself.\ 
 
He isn't saying here that if you don't do things to earn your salvation, then you 
won't make the cut. He goes on further and he tells us that... 
 
/Faith Works\ 
 
That works is the physical manifestation of faith. Faith is a verb, much like... 
 
/Love Gives\ 
 
Again, this lesson isn't a plea to start living the do-do life by shoulding all over 
ourselves. It's a lesson designed to inspire us to want to freely give and live in 
God's unconditional love. 
 
Our closing song today is All of Me by Matt Hammitt... 
 
And, just remember that expressing unconditional love requires we give all of 
ourselves... 
 
/CLOSING SONG 
All of Me - Matt Hammitt\ 
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/JER 29:11 
‘For I know the plans that I have for you,’ declares the LORD, ‘plans for welfare 
and not for calamity to give you a future and a hope.\ 
 
/1 PE 5:6-7 
Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you 
at the proper time, //casting all your anxiety on Him, because He cares for you.\ 
 
/JUD 1:24-25 
Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to make you stand in the 
presence of His glory blameless with great joy, //to the only God our Savior, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion and authority, before 
all time and now and forever. Amen.\ 
 
/CLOSING PRAYER 
Let us pray...\ 
 
God, thank you for teaching us that You love us so much that there is NOTHING 
You haven't already done for us. Lord, thank You for teaching us that we can live a 
life of Your unconditional love which expresses our gratitude for You by giving all 
of ourselves. And, I pray that You help us live and operate with Your 
unconditional love. We pray that You continue to shape the messages from this 
pulpit that are an accurate reflection of Your person, Your thinking, Your work, 
Your reputation, and Your essence. And we ask this through the power of God the 
Holy Spirit, and in Christ’s name... Amen. 
 
/Thanks for coming!  
Thanks for watching!  
Thanks for listening! 
 
www.barahministries.com\ 


