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ANNOUNCER INTRODUCTION (0:30) 

 

Welcome to “God Cares For You,” a series of radio broadcasts featuring 

Pastor Rory Clark of Barah Ministries…a worldwide Christian Church in 

Mesa, AZ…Pastor Rory teaches the truth of the Word of God in a simple 

way that is easy to apply to your everyday life…here’s Pastor Rory Clark. 
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SHOW TEASER (1:30) 

 

Have you noticed?  When you look around, do you see the lifelessness…the 

straying from joyous things and the adoption of dead things?  As I walk 

through airports I see a father sitting next to his young children…he is on his 

phone checking e-mails…the young children are playing video games…a 

missed opportunity to talk and to bond and to love.  I see mothers in their 

minivans talking on the phone, while the kids are watching movies in the 

back seat of the car…a missed opportunity to teach while the children want 

to learn.  I see Facebook and other social media becoming a substitute for 

intimacy.  We are like the frog in cold water.  If you throw a frog in boiling 

water, they’ll jump out immediately.  If you put a frog in cold water, and 

gradually turn up the heat, the frog will sit until he is soup, never noticing 

the changes in the temperature around him.  So it is with humans.  As God’s 

enemy uses his relentless and insidious strategy to engineer the humanity out 

of us, stealing our peace and serenity, we seldom notice the subtle 

changes…the next thing you know we are soup…we are lifeless.  As we 

continue our study of Paul’s letter to the Romans, the Lord Jesus Christ, the 

Sovereign God of the Universe, warns us to be on the alert in the matter of a 

dead lifestyle…the lifestyle of unbelief.  Welcome to the program. 

 

TODAY’S LESSON  (23:20 with the song) 

The Consequence of Unbelief 

 

What a sad and joyous occasion it is to share the next passage of Paul’s letter 

to the Romans with you…it is the conclusion of Chapter 1.  We begin the 

study with a quote from Thomas Paine…one of the Founding Fathers of the 

United States…he says… 

 

“A long habit of thinking that a certain thing is not wrong, gives that thing 

the superficial appearance of being right...” 

  

Thomas Paine was dubbed a political activist, an author, a political theorist 

and a revolutionary…he was one of the people who inspired the thought that 

the United States colonies should be independent from Great Britain.  In 

1776, he published a work called Common Sense that challenged the 

authority both of the British government and the British royal monarchy. 

The plain language that Paine used spoke well to the common people of the 

United States of America, and it was the first work to openly encourage 

independence from Great Britain. 
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Our next passage in Romans, Chapter 1 addresses the thoughts of those who 

seek independence from God ..those who believe Satan’s lies about 

God…the atheist…who says, “There is no God”…the agnostic…who says, 

“The truth of God cannot be known”…the lascivious…who say, “God’s 

rules are oppressive and arbitrary, so we should rebel and break the rules”… 

the rationalist…who says, “There are many paths to get to God” or worse, 

“all paths lead to God”… the scholar… who says “the bible is just a book 

written by humans with a lot of contradictions”… the ‘yeah but’ 

speculator…who says, “What if they never got the chance to know about 

Jesus Christ?”… the legalist…who says, “I can earn my way to heaven by 

my good deeds” … the religious who say, “Our way is the only way to 

heaven, and too bad for all of you who don’t follow us.” 

 

Romans, Chapter 1, Verse 18 is a pivoting verse in Paul’s opening letter of 

the chapter.  It closes out Paul’s introduction to the Romans, and it takes us 

into a deep and dark tunnel of reality from which there is no escape…the 

tunnel lasts all the way through Romans, Chapter 3, Verse 20.  It is an 

indictment of the whole human race.  It begins with a look at the 

consequence of unbelief…what if you know that the Lord Jesus Christ exists, 

you have indeed heard about Him through the gospel message, and you 

reject a relationship with Him?  Romans, Chapter 1, Verse 18…  

 

Romans 1:18 

FOR the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 

against all unrighteousness of men (who are unbelievers) who suppress the 

truth of the gospel in unrighteousness. 

 

We have learned, in our study so far, that believers in Christ are neither 

ungodly nor are they unrighteous nor are they sinners.  The Lord Jesus 

Christ makes it clear through the bible that His work on the Cross made His 

believers godly and righteous and saints.  That’s how the Lord sees you 

believers in Christ.  

 

Romans, Chapter 1, Verse 18 introduces God’s wrath, which is aimed at the 

ungodliness and unrighteousness and sin.  All creatures are born in a 

condition of spiritual death… we’re born “in union with Adam” … as 

unbelievers.  Even though God loves unbelievers unconditionally…His 

wrath is directed toward SIN…and Romans, Chapter 1, Verse 18 through 

Romans, Chapter 3, Verse 20 tells you why this is so. 
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God’s wrath is never aimed at believers in Christ.  Instead God’s peace is the 

free gift directed toward those who believe in Christ.  God has nothing 

against you.  Romans, Chapter 5, Verse 1 says… 

 

Romans  5:1 

Therefore, having been justified by faith, we believers in Christ keep on 

having peace with God the Father through our Lord Jesus Christ… 

 

Wrath is easy to understand.  The United States Judicial System has wrath.  

It’s called prison.  If you break the law, you go to jail.  In its harshest form, 

the United States Judicial System’s wrath is the death penalty.  All of us are 

under the laws of the land.  If we keep the law, we have nothing to fear.  If 

we break the law there is a consequence.  Romans, Chapter 13, Verses 1 to 4, 

highlight the attitude we must have toward authority, like the Lord Jesus 

Christ… 

 

Romans 13:1 

Every person is to be in subjection to the governing authorities. For there is 

no authority except from God, and those authorities which exist are 

established by God. 

 

Romans 13:2  

Therefore whoever resists (whoever rebels against…whoever disobeys) 

authority has opposed the ordinance of God; and they who have opposed the 

ordinance of God will receive condemnation upon themselves. 

 

Romans 13:3  

For rulers in authority are not a cause of fear for good behavior (for those 

who obey the law), but (rulers in authority are a cause of fear) for evil (for 

those who break the law). Do you want to have no fear of authority? Do 

what is good (obey the law) and you will have praise from authorities… 

  

Romans 13:4  

…for rulers and their authority is a minister of God to you for good. But if 

you do what is evil (if you break the law), be afraid; for rulers and their 

authority do not bear the sword for (you if you do) nothing; for rulers and 

their authority is a minister of God, an avenger who brings wrath on the one 

who practices evil (the one who breaks the law). 
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We are all under a judicial system, no matter where we live in the world.  

We are under it.  We must follow its laws.  If not, there is a consequence. 

 

Similarly, as creatures, we are all under God, the Creator.  We are all under 

God’s laws. When we follow God’s law, there is reward for that choice.  

When we break God’s law, there is a consequence for that choice.   

 

A simple example is the gospel message in John, Chapter 3, Verse 36… 

 

John 3:36 

“He who believes in the Son (the Lord Jesus Christ) has eternal life (the 

resurrection life); but he who does not obey the (command to believe in the) 

Son will not see (eternal life…the resurrection) life, but the wrath of God 

(the Lake of Fire) abides on him.” 

 

A reward for one choice…believing in Christ…a consequence for another 

choice…rejecting a relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

Another thing we must keep in mind as we begin the next passage, is that 

God loves all of His creatures unconditionally and He wants them ALL to be 

saved.  Second Peter, Chapter 3, Verse 9 says… 

 

Second Peter 3:9 

The Lord is not slow about His promise (of salvation), as some count 

slowness (that is, as some accuse Him of), but (instead the Lord) is patient 

toward you (unbelievers), not wishing for any (of His creatures) to perish 

but for all (of His creatures) to come to repentance (a change of mind about 

the Lord Jesus Christ). 

  

Anyone who ends up in the Lake of Fire for all eternity…anyone who incurs 

the wrath of God, does so for one and only one reason…because they want 

to.  Let me repeat that so it is crystal clear to you…anyone who ends up in 

the Lake of Fire for all eternity…anyone who incurs the wrath of God, does 

so for one and only one reason…because they want to…because they 

rejected the free gift of salvation offered by the Lord Jesus Christ.   

 

What is the wrath of God?  Wrath is… 
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WRATH 

God the Father’s response to each creature’s rejection of His unconditional 

love…it is God the Father’s response to each creature’s rejection of the 

Person and the Work of the Father’s sin substitute, the Lord Jesus Christ…it 

is God the Father’s response to each creature’s rejection of the instructions 

for how to be saved, which are communicated in the gospel message. 

 

Let’s remind ourselves of the passage we studied last week…and then move 

into the passage of study for today…first last week’s passage, Romans, 

Chapter 1, Verses 18 to 23… 

 

Romans 1:18 

FOR the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 

against all unrighteousness of men (unbelievers) who suppress the truth of 

the gospel message in unrighteousness. 

 

Romans 1:19  

…because that which is known about God is evident within those practicing 

ungodliness and unrighteousness (unbelievers); for God made the 

knowledge of God evident to them. 

 

Romans 1:20  

For since the creation of the world the Lord Jesus Christ’s invisible 

attributes, His eternal power and His divinity (the established and 

irrevocable fact that He is God), have been clearly seen by all mankind, and 

keep on being manifested through what has been made in the entire created 

universe, so that all creatures (especially those practicing ungodliness and 

unrighteousness) are without excuse in the matter of knowing God. 

 

Romans 1:21  

For even though those practicing ungodliness and unrighteousness 

(unbelievers) knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give Him thanks, 

but instead those practicing ungodliness and unrighteousness became futile 

in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 

 

Romans 1:22  

Professing to be wise, those practicing ungodliness and unrighteousness 

(unbelievers) became fools… 
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Romans 1:23  

…and they exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God for an image in the 

form of corruptible man and in the form of birds in the form of four-footed 

animals and in the form of crawling creatures. 

 

In Romans Chapter 1, Verses 24 to 31, our next passage, God responds to 

the rejection of His unconditional love…and all you can say is, “Ouch” … 

 

Romans 1:24 

Therefore GOD GAVE THEM OVER (those practicing ungodliness and 

unrighteousness) in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, so that their bodies 

would be dishonored among them. 

  

What a mortifying fate for the unbeliever who is a mere request away from 

being a son of the Living God. 

 

GOD GAVE THEM OVER.  The lusts of the heart (your evil desires) are 

much deeper than the lusts of the flesh.  The lusts of the heart will continue 

into all eternity. Lust…a desire that is never satiated.  It’s depravity.  Sin is 

depravity.  Sin is not okay with God.  You should never think so.  The lusts 

of the flesh are sinful.  The lusts of the heart are sinful.  The bible says that 

all of us are totally depraved from birth.  We are not “basically good people” 

as Satan’s lie proclaims.  We are corrupt, wicked and perverted from birth.  

Romans Chapter 1, Verses 25…   

 

Romans 1:25  

For they (those practicing ungodliness and unrighteousness) exchanged the 

truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the 

Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen. 

  

Satan is the author of perversion…depravity…sin…idolatry…all the things 

that destroy the creature.  When we engage in those things, there is a 

result…a fast and obvious downward spiral, caused by this self-betrayal, that 

we cover with our self-justification for so long that it turns into a regular 

program of self-deception (“I’m the type of person who”)…which 

eventually becomes self-absorption, the total inability and the total 

unwillingness to see anything from another’s point of view.   

 

When GOD GIVE US OVER, it’s because we want to learn things the hard 

way rather than doing what He asks us to do…the easy way.  Quite often, 
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human beings prefer to learn the hard way.  Let the lessons of Romans, 

Chapter 1, Verse 24 to Romans, Chapter 1, Verse 31 be your encouragement 

to learn things the easy way instead.  Romans Chapter 1, Verses 26…   

 

Romans 1:26  

For this reason (the worship of creatures rather than the Creator) GOD 

GAVE THEM OVER to degrading passions; for their women exchanged the 

natural function for that which is unnatural… 

  

Unbelievers exchange the light of belief in Christ for the darkness of 

unbelief…one example is the rejection of natural sexual instincts for those 

that are quite unnatural.  Sex with the opposite sex within marriage is natural.  

Sex outside of marriage…sex with same sex partners…sex with animals…is 

quite unnatural according to Scripture. 

 

Remember the quote from Thomas Paine…he says… 

 

“A long habit of thinking that a certain thing is not wrong, gives that thing 

the superficial appearance of being right...” 

 

We all have free will, which means we can act independently from God.  

When we do act independently from God, especially if we do it for a long 

enough time, we think our rebellion makes God change His viewpoint about 

what is natural…and what is natural is that which He sponsors…that which 

He provides.   Our depravity does not change God’s viewpoint.  James, 

Chapter 1, Verse 17… 

 

James 1:17 

Every good thing given and every perfect gift is from above, coming down 

from God the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shifting 

shadow. 

 

The Lord is immutable.  He does not change.  Hebrews, Chapter 13, Verse 

8… 

 

Hebrews 13:8 

The Lord Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 

 

As Pastors, we have to be able to separate the doer from the deed when we 

teach sensitive matters like this.  Many Pastors don’t separate a person from 
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his actions, and as a result, Pastors send confusing biblical messages to 

people.  Romans Chapter 1, Verse 27…   

 

Romans 1:27  

…and in the same way also the men abandoned the natural function of the 

woman and burned in their desire toward one another, men with men 

committing indecent acts and receiving in their own persons the due penalty 

of their error. 

  

When GOD GIVES THEM OVER, what is the path of depravity that 

unregenerate man takes?  Romans Chapter 1, Verses 28 to 32…   

 

Romans 1:28  

And just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God any longer, GOD GAVE 

THEM OVER to a depraved mind, to do those things which are not proper… 

  

Romans 1:29  

…being filled with all unrighteousness, wickedness, greed, evil; full of envy, 

murder, strife, deceit, malice; they are gossips… 

  

Romans 1:30  

…slanderers, haters of God, insolent, arrogant, boastful, inventors of evil, 

disobedient to parents… 

  

Romans 1:31  

…without understanding, untrustworthy, unloving, unmerciful… 

  

Romans 1:32  

…and although they know the ordinance of God, that those who practice 

such things are worthy of death, they not only do the same, but also give 

hearty approval to those who practice them. 

 

Please don’t mistake this as a sins list that sends you to hell.  This is the 

lifestyle adopted by those who reject a relationship with God.  This is their 

fruit.  Barah Ministries Song Worship Leader June Murphy reminds us of 

God’s attitude toward His creatures…the song is He Remembers to Forget. 
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SONG 

He Remembers to Forget 

June Murphy 

4:44 

 

GOD GAVE THEM OVER.  Those are haunting words when they apply to 

God as it relates to us.  Almost as haunting as the words, “the wrath of God 

is revealed” in Romans, Chapter 1, Verse 18.  But remember Luke, Chapter 

19, Verse 10… 

 

Luke 19:10 

“For the Son of Man (the Lord Jesus Christ) has come to seek and to save 

that which was lost.” 

 

Your salvation is always a simple request away.  Acts, Chapter 16, Verse 

31… 

 

Acts 16:31 

“Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and everyone in your 

household who also believes.” 

 

John, Chapter 14, Verse 6… 

 

John 14:6 

Jesus said to doubting Thomas, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no 

one comes to the Father but through believing in Me. 

 

John, Chapter 3, Verse 36… 

 

John 3:36 

He who believes in the Son has eternal life (the ZOE life); but he who does 

not obey the (command to believe in the) Son will not see (the Zoe) life, but 

instead the wrath of God the Father abides on him.” 

 

Believe Him and be saved. 
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THE INVITATION (1:00) 

 

This radio broadcast is an invitation for you to worship with us, either as part 

of our resident congregation, where you come in person to worship with us 

every week, or as a member of our non-resident congregation who worship 

with us through the magic of radio and the magic of the internet.  If you’re a 

believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, we also invite you to support us with your 

spiritual gift, which is to be used to build up others in the body of Christ. 

Are you using yours?  Finally, we invite you to support us with your 

financial gifts.  Everything provided by Barah Ministries is provided free of 

charge to the recipients, but it is not free of cost.  So we hope that if you find 

this radio program to be valuable to your spiritual life, that you are 

motivated to contribute financial gifts that help us to continue to provide 

biblical resources to others who can’t afford them.  If you’re looking for a 

spiritual home, we hope you’ll consider Barah Ministries.  Thanks for 

listening. 
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ANNOUNCER OUTRO (0:40) 

 

You’ve been listening to Pastor Rory Clark of Barah Ministries, a worldwide 

Christian Church in Mesa, AZ.  Pastor Rory teaches face-to-face lessons 

twice a week.  For more information, especially on meeting locations, go to 

the Barah Ministries website at www.barahminstries.com.   

 

That’s www.B-A-R-A-H-ministries.com.   

 

The “God Cares for You” radio broadcast can be heard every Sunday from 

9:30am to 10:00am right here on KXEG, 1280 on your AM radio dial.  

 

 
 

http://www.b-a-r-a-h-/

